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TO THE- MEMBERS: 

OF: .• * • * ‘ 

One year has passed since I last wrote a message to you and in reviewing 
our activities, our ambitions, and our accomplishments during 1962, it would 
seem that we have not yet been able to sufficiently stir the hearts and minds of 
our Members, and one is hard put to obtain the answers. 


There still is a lethargy about our Club which is difficult to understand 
and one regrets having to use that old cliche about "a society only being as good 
as the efforts put into it by its members" but this is a fact - and therein, I 
believe, lies most of the trouble. RESPONSE is what we need! Appeals are made 
monthly at our meetings, and through "The Wood Duck with an exceedingly small 
response being made by our Members. 

The number of "doers" is a pitiable minority of our Membership roster. 

Now this should not be, for we know that there are many talented people in our 
society and surely it is not asking too much to have them come forward and enter 
actively into the events and assist in some small way without taking up too much 
of their time. 


And speaking of TIME - allow me to quote in part from an article recently 
written.by the eminent Dr. S. E. Rosenberg (Rabbi Rosenberg of Toronto). Dr. 
Rosenberg dealt with the crisis brought on by the rise of leisure, stating that 
as our economy makes possible shorter working hours, people become more leisure 
stricken. He writes: "Most of us drift rather than steer in the use of out- 
leisure time. Instead of making time come alive, we are busy killing time. And ^ 
this, because we have been emancipated by technology, yet not set free spiritually. 

"Some abuse time by escaping. Some of these plunge into the world with 
feverish zeal - attending to everybody's business but their own - in an impossible 
desire to cover up their own boredom. Others escape via idleness-•'■doing nothing^ 
saying nothing, becoming nothing; thus being nothing." 

Rabbi Rosenberg closes his,article."Make time and take time for 

re-creation, instead of working too hard at that recreation which is little more 
than "w-r-e-c-k-reatio.n'" "And the last but not least: let us come closer to 
Nature and the simpler worlds of quiet, unembellished beauty. From them we can 
•eceive the spiritual energy so necessary for the inevitable winters of life. 

(continued over page.) 



Here is our own HAMILTON NATURAL IsS' CLUB reedy to co-operate with you and 
many others in the City of Hamilton and vicinity - in showing you what downright 
enjoyment, what intellectual development is available in the study of, and famili¬ 
arity with, the things in Nature - making it possible for you to enjoy and learn 
something about one of the finest recreational pursuits. And yet - are you taking 
advantage of this opportunity < Hera you may store up never-to-be-forgotten memories 
and knowledge that will contribute to your happiness for the rest of your life. 

Your Executive have prepared a very attractive Prospectus for the Club and 
copies are being mailed to you for distribution. DO CIRCULATE THEM - there must be 
many persons of your acquaintance, or whom you will meet, who would be happy to 
know of and to join our organization. 

With this current issue of "The Wood Duck" are Check Lists for your PERSONAL 
attention. We want and need a RESP ONSE from everyone in the Club, and we expect to 
receive your copies indicating your interests and with your comments. This is a 

VITAL matter and we most sincerely hope that you will give it the attention it 
deserves. 


The Executive have thoroughly discussed, and will keep on their agenda, the 
aim to make our Monthly Meetings more interesting and instructive, and our Field 
Events more diversified. To do all of this wc MUST have your ideas--we MUST know 

^c™ ireS " We NEED y0ur suggestions--we NEED eo-operation-and most of all we need 
RESPONSE. 


DO 1 YOU REALIZE - 


-what a tremendous effort is involved in editing, producing and 
mailing "The Wood Duck" each month; 

-the effort and time expended by Committees and individual personnel 
bringing to Hamilton the Audubon Wildlife Tours; 

-the planning and work connected with the Weekend Outings at Victoria 
Day and Thanksgiving; ■' 

-The.absolutely monumental work necessary to produce the 1962 Inter¬ 
national Exhibit of Nature Photography; " 

-the expense involved in bringing to Hamilton the showing of the 
outstanding film "Seabird Summer" 


and yet- the RESPONSE from Members of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
ficant as to make one feel positively thwarted.' 


Club was so insigni- 


DO YOU REALIZE - 

-the effort and thought required to lead an event in the Field - and 
to be rewarded by such a small group of people attending as to feel 
extremely let down by the lack of interest; 

-what an absolutely marvellous ’uhdertaking the Bruce Trail is - and 
yet when.the Committee' : met at 1 the Royal Botanical Gardens' headquarters 
to organise for the Hamilton area, the lack of personnel attending from 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club Was appalling; 

a t WHY?. . WHY? ■ WHY? 

THE ACCOMPANYING CHECK LISTS HAVE BEEN PREPARED IN.AN ATTEMPT TO REACH A SOLUTION TO 
THIS APATHETIC SITUATION. PLEASE DQ NOT NEGLECT IQ COMPLETE AND RETURN. WE MUST HAVE 

YOUR RESPONSE. 


WHY? 


I deeply appreciate the support a 
of Directors; of the Leaders and Camp Dir 
the personnel who contributed .time,equipr. 1 
Exhibition of Nature Photography; of the 
G. W. North and R. A. H. Westmore who wro 
in the Hamilton Spectator an, huge task 


r.d co-operation of my colleagues qu the Board 
ectors m the Field Events' prpgrammes; of 
ant and talent in producing the 1962 
Starr of "The Wood Duck" magazine; of Messrs, 
te the weekly Bird-Watching column appearing 
a so well done; of those Members who 
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volunteered for special jobs throughout the year. To all - I say - "Thank you so 
much for your contribution." 

Christmas and the New Year approach and it is my earnest wish that you enjoy 
a delightfully festive season and a happy, healthful and prosperous 1963.' May you 
resolve to support your Club in all of its activities to a greater degree during the 
coming year! We need you. 

Sincerely, .. 

T’-' ■ : ' PRESIDENT. 

A*********************'*********************************** 


* 

O • ’ ' ' 

* 

* 

Come forth into the light of things 

* 

* 

Let Nature be your teacher. 

* 

* 


* 

* 

One impulse from a vernal wood 

* 

* 

May teach you more of man 

* 

* 

Of moral evil and of good 

* 

* 

Than all the sages can. 

* 

* 

-Wordsworth. 

* 

* 


* 


**************** *****&* ****** **************************** 


Message to Mr. Ron Hands - whose request in the October edition - again does not seem 
to have brought much response' - 

Copy of the Club's 1960 programme is being mailed to you which contains the Natural¬ 
ists' Guide to Hamilton Area. Suggest also that you write to the Parliament Build¬ 
ings, Toronto, and obtain maps showing the location of the various Conservation 
Authorities in Ontario. Many of these areas have Nature Trails and are well worth 
a visit, and are situated in a 60-mile radi^us of Hamilton. Of course, our own Club 
Sanctuary at Normandale, and our own Club Field Trips should be of interest to you. 

As to Books for recommended reading (for a start anyway) and all available at the 
Main Branch of the Hamilton Public Library: 

- WEB OF LIFE by J. H. Storer 

- THOSE OF THE FOREST by Wallace Byron Grange 

- THE STRANGE ONE by Fred Bodsworth 

- NORTH WITH THE SPRING by Edwin Way Teale 

- JOURNEY INTO SUMMER by Edwin Way Teale 

- AUTUMN ACROSS AMERICA by Edwin Way Teale 

- WILD AMERICA - Peterson and Fisher 

M. S. Shivas. 


HAVE YOU BOUGHT YOUR CLUB BADGE YET? EVERY MEMBER SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST ONE - and 
WITH CHRISTMAS APPROACHING - at $1.25 - a BADGE would make an excellent 

small gift 

Miss E. Morris, Membership Chairman, has these in stock and can supply you 


OUR CLUB still has a supply of last year's Federation of Ontario Naturalists Christmas 
Cards available - the popular CARDINAL design as well as a few of the WATER LILY 
Design - at $1.45 per dozen. Call Miss Helen Barker at Jackson 7-6353. 


A recent issue of the Montreal "Gazette" contained an article which stated that it is 
now believed that the ESKIMO CURLEW which was thought to be extinct has been sighted 
by Wildlife Officers in the north and a thorough research is being done to establish 
this fact without a doubt. This was the bird written about by Fred Bosworth in a 
very interesting little book entitled "THE LAST OF THE CURLEWS". 
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' ~ THANKSGIVING WEEKEND CAMP 

Naturalists^ Clu^ 1 attended the Thanksgiving Weekend Camp with the Hamilton 

. , / r ° m tl 3 e arrival until "Aloha", it was a weekend of pleasure and 

interest. I would.like to mention briefly a few of the highlights, and to pay a 
few tributes.. Praiseworthy.indeed, were the efforts of Mr. Robert Bateman, Camp 
irector, and Mrs. Joan Allingham, Camp Registrar. Our well informed leaders: Mr. 

^ L °T^ lr -^ rt Ta '{ lor > Mr> John Miles, and Mr. G. HcCleaxy, did excellent 
jobs, as did all those who contributed a part in the planning of the programme. 

The.weather was kind to us— patches of light, misty rain the first day didn't 
keep us in— the golden trees created their own sunlight, rocks were lovlier in 
black satiny contrast and the reflections in the lakes had a tapestry effect, 
kies cleared gradually and Thanksgiving Day showed Nature in sharp focus. 

„ nH°h. bhe hikes each day, eveiy facet of Nature was explored, and each Naturalist 
found his own particular interest. Mosses, Fungi, Birds, and Plants: all were 
there in wide variety. Mink, weaver, and Otter, to mention just a few, were seen 
by .he canoe groups. After our huge "out-of-doors-all-day" appetites were sat- 
isfied with delicious dinners, we listened with much interest as each leader told 
where his group had been that day and what they had seen. 

nno V.® vlslted tde L ands and Forests wildlife Research Station, in Algonquin Park, 
one afternoon and s & w Timber wolves, coyotes, and -hybrids of both. A highlight 
of the weekend was a "Nolf-howling" excursion wither. Pimlott, Director of wild 
Life Research, we assembled after dark, then drove into the Park, stopping at 
intervals to play, an amplified recording of a wolf pack howling, -and listen for an 
answer. Sooner ohan expected, we heard it— and l shall never forget that lone- 
some, eerie sound made by a pack of wild timber wolves coming through the night. 

atLn 1 ^1oH 1 HaiL“h!' ered ‘ J u ef tion g ..and «• fascinating info™, 

-1 ’ . . • 

nn ^f- n ?h her J thou g ht ., was our Thanksgiving Day trek into Ragged. Falls— 

o e of.the most beautiful waterfalls I have ever seen. We basked in the sun and 
drank in its beauty from every rocky view point. 

stimulating ^iTn ° f y °n ^ aS yet > attend ed~ a golden weekend awaits- 

as I did- ENCORE! beauty-filled, at the end of which, I am sure you will 

MELILOTI 


ibbbbhbbbwbbbbbb^bwbbbbbbbbwbbbbb;- 


;:•••• •••^SSaFRAS ALBiDUM has a northern range that lies within southern Ontario. 

he bark of the root is distilled to produce an oil which is used to flavour candies, 
tobacco, soaps, perfumes and medicines. The bark, twigs and leaves of the Sassafras' 
all have a peculiar aromatic taste and smell. 


..Some specimens of JELLYFISH are reported to be 8 ft 

Over.100ft. long. 


across with tentacles 
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OF MICE AND MSN 

A. J. Kitchener 

The ubiquitous mouse has plagued the human race since time immemorial, to most 
of us they are regarded as a pest, a nuisance and a destroyer of crops, a gnawing 
voracious creature that fouls our foods and destroys annually millions of dollars 
of foodstuffs. Travel anywhere from one end of the continent to the other, in our 
cities and towns, woodlands, fields and marshes and we are continually under the 
close scrutiny of numerable pairs of black beady eyes belonging to the mouse. But 
we hardly ever see them, as we round out our daily lives, but there they are- the 
house mouse in the garret of the basement of our homes-- the wood mouse in his 
winding galleries under the ground, or snug in a nest of leaves in an old stump or 
rotten log- and sometimes in the cavity of a tree a short distance from the ground. 
The meadow mouse who inhabits the fields and likes the shelter of a hay stack and 
seeks protection along the fence rows hidden in the long grass. These and many 
other species of mice all in their chosen habitat make up a vast population of . 
mice that out-numbers the human population many, many .times in number. 

Mice appear to have one thing in common, an overwhelming desire to reproduce. 
From early April till late in the fall one pair of mice, and their progeny under 
favourable circumstances can produce some three thousand mice. The young litter, 
that averages Six to eight, commences to breed within less than two months of age. 
Well, what happens to this enormous population of mice that'goes on breeding year 
after year? Certainly if they all lived to a ripe old age they would over-run 
the earth and mice would be the only creatures to inhabit the globe. But very 
few of this vast number of mice die of old age. 

The biologist and student of nature see in the mouse and his legions a vexy 
necessary and important mammal, whose way oflife represents a sort of a key industry 
and whose numbers have a profound effect on the lives and well-being of many other 
creatures. 

The life of the average mouse is a most hazardous one, and are in the risk 
of their lives each time they leave their dwellings. 

They are relentlessly preyed upon every hour of the day and night: the house 
or social mouse falls prey to our traps, poisons and the house cat. The woodland 
and meadow mouse must be ever on the alert for the fox, owl and many other 
creatures of fur and feathers. 

He is hardly safe even in the confines of his burrow, the mole, skunk and weasel 
seek him there too. 

It would seem, then that to be devoured is the most important role in the 
existance of mice. 

The mouse is an important item in the diet of most of the furbearers, and 
including those that the trapper seeks for his livlihood. The fea.ohered world boo 
takes its toll of the mouse population. Fifty .mice a day is sometimes taken to. 
the growing brood of many of our owls and hawks. When the hawk ceases his hunting 
and retires for the night the owls take over and resume this relentless hunt for 
mice which to most of the owls are their favourite food. A full grown bam owl will 
eat its own weight in these rodents every night.continued. 





61 


Of all the natural balances designed by nature, the mouse-predator relation¬ 
ship is, to my mind the most beautifully controlled system of the outdoors. Here 
we have a natural balance that man could hardly duplicate. An extremely profilic 
and abundant species of mammal that if once became uncontrolled could become a 
national disaster. 


It would be practically hopeless for man to control the hordes of mice that 
would over-run the earth if this delicately balanced system of nature ceased to 
exist. Therefore it must be quite apparent to everyone the importance of the 
predator element in the natural world. 


Some twelve species of hawks feed extensively on mice, ten species of owls, 
eleven kinds of furbearers. Snakes will also attack mice. Fish like the pike, 
pickerel and muskie will snap up a mouse while he is crossing a stream of small 
bay. 

To witness the predator in action is positive proof of this important relation¬ 
ship. while driving along the road, one day I sighted a large hawk coming slowly 
towards me over an adjacent hay field. I immediately got out of the car and 
observed with my binocular that it was a roughleg hawk, as he passed over the 
meadow he dropped height considerably and commenced to hover over a certain spot. 

As I watched his great wings flailing the air a few feet from the ground he 
suddenly dropped to the earth. Immediately he rose with his prey dangling from 
his talons. At this point I brought my telescope to bear on him as he settled on 
a fence post and saw plainly that he had captured a fat meadow mouse.. It' was 
the most beautiful unrehearsed performance that I had ever seen. 


BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBS- 


FLIGHTLESS GOOSE FOUND 


Islands off the southern California coast were once the nesting grounds of a 
flightless goose whose wings were "clipped" by nature. 

when the island sanctuary submerged temporarily, the goose sank into oblivion, 

Dr. Loye Miller, biologist-paleontologist at the University of California at .Los 
Angeles, found: from studies of fossil remains of the glacial age goose known as 
Chendytes. The remains were found on San Nicolas Island. 

The ancient bird, which was about the size of the modem snow goose, probably 
evolved into a flightless form because its island nesting place was free of predators. 

The genetic drift toward a tiny, virtually useless wing was not a significant 
handicap because the bird was not forced to use flight to escape its enemies. It 
swam far and wide, diving for its food, and walked from the shore'to its nest. 

However, its island sanctuary was its undoing. The offshore islands apparently 
submerged in the unstable geological processes characteristic of this area in 
recent geological times, with this loss of sanctuaiy, the bird became extinct, 
when the islands rose again, only a few scattered fossilized remants were left. 

. .. . Science News Letter. .1961 

A WOOD DUCK nADGE wOULD MAKE A NICE GIFT IN SOMEONE'S CHRISTMAS STOCKING . 
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MEj ciOOKS FOR NATURE CIAfo MEMBERS 


at the 

HAMILTON PUdLIC LIBRARY 

by Annie J. Hunt 

Books about birds and aids to nature photography are to the fore this month. 

How to know the birds , by Roger Tory Peterson, has been enlarged in its 
second edition with ?2 new full-colour illustrations taken from the famous Wild¬ 
life Conservation Stamp Series. It is an easy-to-read introduction to bird recog¬ 
nition endorsed by the National Audubon Society. The families of birds are des¬ 
cribed in the text in both word and drawing. There is a section on where to look 
for birds and one containing silhouettes of common birds. It is not as complete 
as the author's Field .guide to the birds but is a valuable elementary text for a 
beginning "birder". 

Puffins or sea-parrots resemble miniature penguins with an added colored, 
clownish beak. The noted British ornithologist, R.M. Lockley, spent much time 
watching a "puffinry". The outcome of his intensive researches are recorded in his 
book, Puffins . It gives a superb study of the habits, behavior and social life of 
"fratercula artica grabae", this North Atlantic oceanic bird. It belongs to the 
Natural History library published by Doubleday in co-operation with the American 
Museum of Natural History. 

Some of these sea birds, the Atlantic puffins, are found on Bonaventure Island. 
V.D. Wynne-Edwards has written an enlightening, well-illustrated pamplet on the 
Seabirds of Perce and the Gaspe Peninsula, province of Quebec . It makes interesting 
reading. 

On the shelves of the Arts and Science department are several noteworthy works 
to assist wildlife enthusiasts in recording their field observations by means of 
the camera. 

Russ Kinne is both a working naturalist and a professional photographer. In 
The complete book of nature photography he sets down, in simple language and pict¬ 
orial illustration, his methods, equipment and other technical know-how for making 
outstanding pictures for eager beginners and advancedworkers in this field. Chapter 
headings of this sound instructional guide include Plants and flowers; Bird 
photography; Mammal photography; Reptiles and amphibians; Insects; Picture-making 
in zo©s and aquariums; Underwater and marine photography and Photography rocks, 
gems and minerals. 

Binoculars and scopes by R.J. and Elsa Reichert is the result of lectures given 
to bird watcher clubs in the United States on selecting and using the most suitable 
equipment in bird study. It tells how to choose, use and photograph through them. 

The authors are in the optical business and their book is a most practical manual. 

F. E. Sell, in his how-to- do- it book Hunting with camera and binocular , adds 
patience and woodcraft to the necessary camera equipment for successful animal 
photography. He discusses all three topics thoroughly and offers many tips for 
the camera hunter of deer, squirrels and rabbits. 

C. H.S. Tupholme, an amateur photographer, passes on what he has learned over 
the years in his hobby in Photographing garden birds with a 35-mm camera ..continued.. 
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There is a chapter on attracting birds to the backyard. His own excellent photographs 
illustrate this well-written volume on the subject. 

The following books contain worthwhile collections of nature photographs, many 
in color; The book of bird life by A.A. Allen; Living amphibians of the world , by 
D.M. Cochran; Africa is adventure , by Attilio Gatti; lie come from the sea ,by Hans 
Hass; Mushrooms and other fungi ,by H. Kleijn; 'wildflowers of North America in full 
color , by R.S. Lemmon; The world of amphibians and reptiles .by Robert Mertens; Life 
in the sea .by Lennart Nilsson; and The wonderful world of nature ,by F.A. Roedelberger. 


L'UUL'L'U', 


.'O'J'.JOUU O'. 
/\ i\/\ /\/\ /\/\A 


TO A SNOW-FLAKE 

S. J. ,S. Peirce 

Haill Icy fledgling from the nests of Heaven 
Here on my sleeve, 

Ye light more softly than shy kisses given 
In love at eve, 

Or such as mothers' lips may press 
On infants' eyes in fond caress. 

How exquisite thy feathery form appears, ■ 

Of crystal bars, 

Of arrows, winter foliage and spears 
And silver stars. 

what silver-smith by art can chase 
The charm ethereal of thy grace? 

High in the far abyss of Heaven's blue 
what hast thou done? 

Hast thou with rival orbs of brilliant hue 
Out-shone the sun? 

Or in the silence of night's noon 
woven areolas about the moon? 

Hast thou in silent mist of cloud-land dim 
Sunk slowly down? 

Or rode with level'd spears the storm-wind grim 
In blizzard blown? 

My sleeve's the goal-post of thy race 
Thy first and final resting-place. 


No human eye in all thy passage fleet 
Has seen thee, friend. 

My glance and mine alone is here to greet 
Thy journey's end. 

A moment stay* A breath, 'bis gonei 
A dew-drop glistens in the sun. 


BBBBRBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBR)BBBBBBBBBc 


.The exposed rockface of Hamilton's escarpment is of sedimentary strata of 

Ordovician and Silurian periods.... 
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A LETTER FROM OHIO 

I have just recently received the club insignia. Mrs. Barbour and I both 
agree that it is a beautifully executed emblem. I shall wear it, proudly, whenever 
I am out in the field. 

I read every issue of the Wood Duck carefully. The editors, Anne and Lily 
Usik, are certainly doing a very fine job and are to be complimented on a job well 
done. That is of course, small compensation for their efforts but, too often, 
not passed along by folks in this hurly burly world today. 

I am sending you a copy of a short article I prepared for the "Redstart", the 

publication of the Brooks Bird Club, wheeling, W. Va. The experience we had that 
particular day of June was something we will not soon forget. 

'We had several uncommon visitors in the early months of 1962. In the winter 
months, large flocks, of Snow Buntings were seen in several locations scattered 
within a radius of thirty to forty miles of Cleveland. In these flocks, in many 

instances, Lapland Longspurs were observed. Evening Grosbeaks were also observed 

in goodly numbers throughout the same area. Many groups of Redpolls were seen in 
flocks from ten to fifty at a time. Pine Grosbeaks were seen in small numbers in 
several locations. 

The rarest visitor of all was a lone Blue Grosbeak that tarried, only a few 
minutes at a neighbor's feeder, it was a male, in all its beauty of plumage. 

This has been, indeed a year of wonderful things and happenings in the world 
of Nature and Bird-Latching. 


Sincerely yours, 

Llewellyn P. BARbOUR 
4780 wood St., 

Willougby, OHIO 

P. S. I am still hoping to be able to meet with the fine people of Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. 

-V " L.P.B. 




"ARIP-GHAIR" BIRD PATCHING 

by Llewellyn P. Barbour 

A telephone call received on Saturday, June 23, 1962 led to a very wonderful 
and thrilling experience for me, and I da.resay for many others who were present. 

The 'phone call was an invitation to be present at the home of B. P. (Pat) 

Bole's Jr., on Sunday June 24th, to "watch the birds in the Mulberry trees." 

We, Mrs. Barbour and I, arrived at the Boles beautiful home overlooking the 
East branch of the Chagrin River about-three o'clock P.M. and sat entranced while a 
veritable parade-of■some•forty species passed to and fro before our eyes, in..continued 
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and out of the three large Mulberry trees located at the lawn's edge, a distance of 
approximately one hundred and fifty feet. 

More than one hundred members of the Cleveland Audubon Society, Burroughs 
Nature Club, Blackbrook Nature Club, and Sam V/harram Nature Club enjoyed an ex¬ 
perience not soon to be forgotten during that beautiful summer Sunday afternoon. 

It was not unusual to' have three male Scarlet Tanagers in the area of one's field 
glasses simultaneously. 

At dusk, we tallied the number of species sighted at forty-thirty- 

two of which were those seen in the three Mulberry trees. The thirty two consisted 
of Blue Jay, clack-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, white breasted Nuthatch, 
Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin,- hood Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, Bohemian waxwing, 
Starling, Red-eyed Vireo, Garbling Vireo, English Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, uronzed Grackle, Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, 
Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Purple Finch, Rea-eyed Towhee, Mouring Dove, 
Flicker, Red-bellied 'woodpecker. Hairy woodpecker. Downy Woodpecker, Kingbird, 
Crested Flycatcher, Purple Martin. Others seen near at hand but not in the trees 
were the Bam Swallow, Meadowlark, Chipping Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Turkey Vulture, 
Red-shouldered Hawk,.Swift, and Ruby-throated Hummingbird. The Bohemian Waxwing 
was identified by several members, competent observers, who had at some time seen 
both species. (Pat Bole, Howard Raiding, and several others) 


It was truly a most wonderful experience which 1 had never before been privil¬ 
eged to enjoy, and a portrayal difficult to believe unless you were one of the 
fortunate members present. 




oooooc 


< /V A A . 


A A A A I 


BIRD RESCUE 

submitted by - Traian Boleantu 


On Sunday, September 23, Alf. Epp, Bill Smith and I were in the field observ¬ 
ing birds-an exciting day for us as we saw about 73 species. 


As we entered the Royal Botanical Gardens from the Old Guelph Road, we heard 
the sound of something falling from a tree nearby. Bill said: "There is a bird", 
and ran and picked it up. The bird seemed to be dying but as Bill stroked its 
head gently, it slowly revived and when he opened his hand the bird cat there 
for a while and then flew to my chest where it remained for a few minutes before 
flying to a nearby branch, realizing, it is possible, that it still had the most 
precious gift - LIFE. 

As the white-Throated Sparrow (for such it xvas) flew to its freedom, we three 
realized how very lucky we were to see a bird so close and lacking fear on its 
part of us human beings. 

It Gas a very rewarding day. 


-:hhhhhhhhhh^ i h^ihhhh^-:hbhhhhhhh:--;hhbhhbhbh:- 


......SWEET GUM or Liquidambar is a large forest tree, with star-shaped leaves. 

S6me say the gum was at one time used as a'chewing gum.. 
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bannister Marsh 

by Miss Adeline Bowland 

Shortly after 9:30 a.m., a cavalcade of five ears bearing twelve Naturalists 
proceeded westward-ho to the Bannister Marsh. 

Anyone experienced with Naturalists, knows that Naturalists never go directly 
to a destination, but linger and meander wherever fancy, interest and discovery 
dictate. So, accordian-like, the cars spread apart along Highway #5, only to 
draw up to a halt in "closedrank" formation a few miles beyond, to disgorge their 
human contents, who immediately took up their positions, heads poised heavenward, 
binoculars to eyes. Such may have been the outward appearance of things, but the 
Naturalists, all uncons'cious of the peculiar aspect they undoubtedly presented, 
were lost in the mystic art of spotting and identifying a cluster of flashing 
whirling lights which occa.sionally resolved themselves into corporeal forms of 
birds in flight- about sixteen homed-larks rapidly skimming close to the surface 
of a ploughed field. Then quickly responding to the voice of the Leader crying 
"Black Ducks", all heads swung skywards. 

The day was just right for outdoor adventure- brisk, with filtered sunshine, a 
hint of snow- quietly autumnal, as any decent November should be, the warm earth 
colors decorously solemn in preparation for ’..inter austerity ahead. 

Our John Miles in the lead car, with primitive instinct, guided his troop 
through the maze of Concession roa,ds, never losing his way, but confusing most 
of the rest following. 

The birds were not plentiful; we stopped to identify Juncos, Tree Sparrows, 

A Marsh Hawk- and at Bannister Marsh we saw three dusty Blackbirds, three Snipe, 
a Greater Yellowlegs, (all skilfully concealing themselves in the rushes) three 
Killdeer, a Common Loon, m flight, ; and by the end of the day we had seen about 
six Red-tailed hawks, three Marsh Hawks, and two or thi’ee Sparrow Hawks. 

If birding was not greatly rewarding, there was an infinity of things to 
discover and investigate botanically. 

we travelled on to a small lake along L,he road, where we stopped to explore 
the Spaghnum bog surrounding it (which can be purchased for only ...10,000) and here 
too, we were joined by two Devotees - Mr. and Mrs. R.D. Hendre of Galt. We admir¬ 
ed the miniature rosettes of the Tamarack fruiting cones, so decorative, - discover¬ 
ed our own native American Holly, as well as Low Bush Cranberry, the pitcherplant, 
andromea (Rosemary) and many other unnamed things - and simply enjoyed the physical 
sensation of the light springy bounce of the spongy moss. 

Discussion ws.s stimulating and awakened new interests. Dr. Mac Laren and Mr. 
Traian Boleantu involved us all m the identification of some elusive specimens of 
the Oak tree— Were the terminal buds hairy or not? were chey angled or were they 
not angled? That was the question 1 

Lunch was a casual interruption at Pinehurst Conservation Park, spiced with a 
ripple of excitement when a- flock of about fifty Mourning Doves was sighted, wheeling 

over the Com Crib across the small Lake. Then, on to Beverley. 

V.'V'. continued 
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Swamp, which proved to be a treasure house of secrets— Nature sealed up for 
winter, and yet preparing growth for the next season, as so beautifully illust¬ 
rated by a specimen of Wild Ginger found by Mr. Boleantu already showing the form¬ 
ed leaf- buds for the next season. 

Dr. MacLaren initiated us into the secret ways of the "aphid". Sometime you 
may see a small white patch of feathery-looking fluff on a twig— remove the white 
blanket and what appears to be a fine gray powder is actually a mass.of minute 
living organisms, the aphid. Mr. Don Babb thought these would be just what his 
newts and salamander needed, and poked the lot into a bottle, for home consumption. 
Bon Appetit, Newts I 

vie put Dr. MacLaren 1 s knowledge to a severe test, for our,-curiosity knew no 
limits-, what was this strange fungus, whorled like a whelk shell? He gave it a 
name—Fomes (spelling unconfirmed) and explained that the whorls are formed by 
the annual growth rings. "Fomes" also has a uniquely constructed outer bevelled 
rim to prevent rain from dripping onto the spore surface -a built-in drip-catcher. 
Then there was the wood Shelf fungus- a polypore- so named because the undersur¬ 
face is pitted with'myriads of small pores instead of gills. There was another 
orange-yellow, umbrella-shaped tiny fungus which I believe sounded like "ampholia", 
with r a small stem reinforced near its top like the spokes of an umbrella. ( I 
was not able go find reference material in the Library to obtain correct spelling 
and I hope someone will be interested enough to add to my knowledge or lessen my 
ignorance.) 

/.e had several good botanists in our midst- Mrs.Shivas, Mrs. Elves, Evelyn 
Morris, and Mrs, J.MMcCormack. Don Babb, a member of long standing but inactive 
due to pressure of time, plans to become more active now. he will be interested . 
in following the growth and development of the maggots we helped to gamer; 
gathered for a twofold purpose- to feed the newts, and also to discover what 
metamorphosis will take place. 

i.e could have used an expert on "Bird Nest Identification" -two nests in 
particular (of the same craftsmanship) were notably well-constructed- the inner 
lining woven in basket-weave pattern, reinforced on the outside with thin neatly 
placed sheets of birch bark, paperthin, and solidly attached to the crotch of 
the limb. 

There were several species of fern, High Bush Cranberry and "Wild Geranium to 
mention a few - and many interesting formations of rock, of great historical 
interest. Add to all this, the beauty of the landscape, splashes of bright 
yellow ochre where stands of Tamarack grow in abundance, the sudden flash of small 
lakes, so numerous, milkweed pods exploding their silky contents, along snake- 
rail fences, and good companions to share it with- made a very complete day. 



What is the only land bird that can fly backwards????? The Hummingbird. 

>,hat bird can run faster backwards than forwards?????? The Kingfisher. 

Why are Pacific salmon different from other salmon????? Pacific salmon die 
after spawning. 
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DECEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 


:s >, 


Monday December 10th., 1962, at 8:00 p. m . 


Viv 


" LABRADOR " 

..MR. GEORGE NORTH 


... ). \ 

X> • 

a .v^r^y 7 . 

<r : bU'dRA. 


(An illustrated talk on Labrador by Mr. George' North'who ±s well known 
to us all.) 

REFRESHMENTS wILL BE SERVED 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX30QCXXXXXXJpCX)aa9CX2qCX3qCX^^ 


Friday December 7, 1962 . 


AUDUBON SCREE;: TOURS ■ 

, .Wostdalo Secondary School.Main St. West, 

"THE LAND THE GLACIERS FORGOT 11 


. 8:15 p.m. 


.Howard L. Orians"' 


Friday January 25, 1963 


11 Teton Trails " 


.Charles T. Hotchkiss 


/\ /\~>\ /< Jonnri 


FIELD EVENTS 


SUNDAY/DECEMBER 23, 1962 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 


Christmas is coming - and with it the annual Bird Count . Mr. George North will again 
be in charge for our Club and announces that the count in our area will be on 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 23rd. Last year many of our members took part and all had a fine 
time as well as helped in this very important undertaking. So, - mark this date on 
your calendar and plan to help. 'Please'contact Mr. G. North ,(JA7-1619) for further 
information. 


TREASURER'S REPORT ON THE 1962 THANKSGIVING CAMP 


Total Revenue $1,144.75 

Less total expenditure 993.32 

INCOME 150.93 
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##***. JUNIOR CLUB i>i T ..8 *#### 


EXECUTIVE (1962- 1963 ) 

Advisor -Dr. Douglas Davies-— 

President -Douglas Drown—------ 

VicePresident -Martin Cowie- 

Secretary -Lorraine Preston- 

ViceSecretary -Alfred Senior- 

Records Secretary - Dill Smith- 

Study Area Director -Gordon Commodore- 

Phoning Committee Chairman -Fred Selman- 

Representatives for those under 14 years :-Nancy Durns— 

Kim Commodore 


JA9-5130 
LI5-8920 

LI9-H41 
JA7-5773 
LI9-3977 
JA9-5266 
JA7-6213 
JA9-2739 

TW4-2825 

JA7-6213 


1962-1963 MEMBERSHIPS OVERDUE 

To continue to receive your " //OOP DUCK " you must send in your $1.00 dues to Miss 
Evelyn Morris, 107 St. Joseph's Drive, Hamilton or pay Dr. Davies at the next 
meeting. 

.TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND SCHOOL-MATES AdOUT THE CLUD. VISITORS iJELCOME 


FIRST NOVEMBER MEETING 


John Miles brought 36 of his interesting kodachromes showing birds and scenes 
of Algonquin Park and Long Point where he had been live trapping and banding birds. 
Dr. Davies showed coloured slides of developing starfish and insects. 


FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB EVENTS 

MEETINGS (Y.W.C.A., Main St. just west of James St.) 

Saturday December 1, 1962 - 7:30pm. Main St. Library 

Tonight we shall meet in the Boys' and Girls' Department of the Plain St. 
Library - enter by the Charles St. door (west side). Mrs. Kish will 
show us some of the exciting new books on plants, animals, minerals and 
stars. Bring your library card as there will be a special selection of 
books for our members. 


Saturday December 15, 1962 -7:30 pm. Y.W.C.A., Room E 

Mr, Bob Stamp will tell us of his. experience, in banding..birds at Long Point 
on the north shore of Lake Erie. This important work aids in an under¬ 
standing of the migration of many species of birds which use Long Point, 
in their flight path. 


HIKES : To be arranged by the members as they wish. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to November 27, 1962 - 275 

Common Loon (l 6 )Nov. 7 Van Wagner's Beach 0. W. North 

Red-throated Loon ( 4 )Nov, 3 over Dundas Marsh John B, Miles 

(l)Nov. 7 L Van Wagner's Beach G, W. North 

Red-necked Grebe (l)Nov. 3 L Dundas Marsh J. B, Miles 

Horned Grebe (ll)Nov,21 Van Wagner's Beach G. W. North 

Eared Grebe (l)Nov,l 8 F La Salle Park G, North, R, Westmore 

(1) Nov.24 L " " " " " J, Miles 

Pied-billed Grebe (l)l'Tov,25 L Carroll's Point Wm. F, Smith, Alf Epp 

Dble.-cr. Cormorant (l)Nov.lO L " " R„ A, H. Westmore 

Bl.-or. Night Heron (].)0ct,14 L Van Wagner's Beach G, North, R, Westmore 
Whistling Swan (7)Nov. 5 F over Ancaster R„ A, H, Westmore 

Canada Goose (l)Nov,17 L Dundas Marsh J, B, Miles 

Snow Goose (l75)l'Tov, 6 k over Appleby Line John Richardson 

(l25)Nov. 7 L " " » 11 " " 

Blue Goose (l)Oct.28 k Bronte John Jarvis, G. North 

Gadwall ( 6 )Nov, 3 Dundas Marsh J, B, Miles 

Wood Duck (ll5)Nov. 3 Dundas Marsh " " 

(2) Nov, 14 L High Level Bridge William F, Smith 

Ring-necked Duck (3)Nov,17 Dundas Hydro Station J, B, Miles 

Surf Scoter (l)0ct,28 L Bronte W. F, Smith, G. W. North 

Common Scoter (3)Oct,28 F Bronte 11 " " . " 

(2)Nov.lO L Burlington J, Miles, A. J, Bowland 

Ruddy Duck (51)Nov,11 Dundas Marsh & Bay G, W„ North 

Hooded Merganser (l22)Nov. 9 Dundas Marsh " " 

Goshawk (l)Nov, 1 La Salle Park Lucie McDougall 

(l)Nov. 5 King's Forest Martin Covrie, M, McCarthy 

Sharp-shinned Hawk (l)Nov,l 8 Upper Ottawa St, Martin Cov/ie 

Red-tailed Hawk (85)Oct.21 High Level Bridge G. W, North 

(lll)Nov. 3 Dundas Marsh J, B. Miles 

Red-shouldered Hawk (3)Nov, 3 " " " 11 

Broad-winged Hawk (2)Nov, 3 L " " " » 

Rough-legged Hawk (l)Nov. 3 " " " " 

Bald Eagle (l)Nov,12 'Woodland Cemetery G, W. North 

Common Gallinule (l) 0 ct ,19 Dundas Marsh " " 

American Coot (7l)Oct,l8 " " __ " " 

Semipalmated Plover (l)Oct. 8 L Stoney Creek Pond R, Curry, J, Olmsted 
Am, Golden Plover (l)Oct, 8 L Strathearne Docks " " " " 

Black-bellied Plover(3)Oct„28 L Bronte Don Smith, G, W, North 

Ruddy Turnstone (2)Oct.l3 L Brant Inn G, W, North 

Common Snipe (l)llov. 3 L Dundas Marsh J, Miles, W, Smith 

Spotted Sandpiper (l)Oct, 8 L Strathearne Docks R. Curry, J, Olmsted 

Solitary Sandpiper (l)Sep„29 L Stoney Creek Pond G, W. North 

Greater Yellowlegs (2)Nov.l7 L Bull's Point J, B. Miles 

Lesser Yellowlegs (l)0ct,19 L Strathearne Docks G, W, North 

Purple Sandpiper (l)Nov,l 8 k Port Credit D, R„ Gunn, D, Perks 

(l)Nov.21 L " " » » 

Pectoral Sandpiper (2)0ct,20 L Brant Inn G, W, North 

White—rumped " " (l)Oct, 8 L Stoney Creek Pond Curry, Olmsted, North 

Baird's Sandpiper (l)0ct,14 L Brant Inn G, W. North 

Least Sandpiper (l)0ct,14 L Stoney Creek Pond G, W„ North 

Semipal, Sandpiper (l)0ct„13 L Brant Inn G, W, North 

Sanderling (2)0ct.28 L " " G, W, North, W. F, Smith 
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PomarLxae Jaeg (l)Oct 
Parasi. “tic Jae (l)Nov 
Glauco us Gull (l)l'Iov 
Black— IL. Kitij (l )Oct 
Long-eared. Od(l)Nov 
Short— eared 
Saw-wh et Owl 


29 
10 
16 
25 
2 

O' (l)Oct „21 


(l)Nov. 
(l )l'Tov. 
i (l)0ct, 
1 (l)Oct. 


3 

24 
14 
29 
24 
21 
21 
24 
24- 

Catbird. (ljOct .19 

Brown Thrashe: (5)Oct.21 
Hermit Thrush (l)Nov,14 
Swains on's Th: (2)Oct„19 
Eastern Blueb: ( 8 )Oct.13 


Ruby-t » Humm: 

Black- “backed 

loo dp e (l)Nov, 
Eastern. Fhoeb (l)Oct 
Common Raven 
Tufted 


(l)Oct, 


Titrnou (2)liov, 
(l)l'Tov, 
(l )Oct, 


\ 

)t( 


5 )Oct .30 
l)Kov. 3 
(l) 0 ct .21 
(l)Oct. 8 
( 1 )Oct ,28 
(l)Oct .28 


Ruby-crowned 
Water Pipit 
Solitary Virei 
Orange—or. Wa] 
Nashville Warj 
Myrtle Warblej (l)Nov. 
Blackpoll Wart (l) 0 ct« 
Palm Wax'bier , (l)Nov, 
Ovenbird. (l)Oct, 

Yellowtliroat (l)Oct. 
E. Meadowlark L75)Oct 
Brewer's Black 
Evening Grosbq 


Pine Grosbeak 
Common Redpoll] 

Pine Siskin 
Rufous-s . Towh 


19 

19 

.3 

19 

8 

12 

4 

27 

,28 

25 

29 

2 

19 


(3)Nov 

( 2 ) 0 ct 

( 5 ) Oct 

(3) Nov 
(l)Oct 
(l)ilov 

( 6 ) Oct 
(l)Oct.26 

Savannah Sparri (l)0ct.20 
(l)Nov. 4 
(l)Oct.l 8 
(l)Nov. 4 
Lincoln's Sparj(l )Oct. 10 
Lapland Longspi (l)Nov. 3 
Snow Bunting ?00)Nov. 4 


Vesper Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 
Pox Sparrow 


L Van Wagner's Beach 
L Bronte 
P Burlington 
A Bronte 
P Mount Nemo 
Windermere 
P Hopkins Creek 
Bronte Woods 
L Aldershot 
A Lome Park 

Rock Chapel Sanctuary 
L Lowville Park 
A Aldershot 

Romar Dr., Dundas 
Lome Park 
L Westdale Park 
L Bull's Point 
L Hamilton Cemetery 
L Westdale Park 
4 miles E. of Galt 
L Dundas 
L Hopkins Creek 
L Windermere 
L 'Westdale Park 
L Woodland Cemetery 
L Lowville Park 
L Hamilton Cemetery 
L Westdale Park 
L Bull 1 s Point 
L Westdale Park 
L " " 

Aldershot 
A Dundas Dump 
P 'Woodland Cemetery 


G. North, R. Westmore 

J, Miles, A. Jo Bowland 

North, Westmore, Boleantu 

A. F„ Coventry, McDougall 

David Ko Powell 

John Olmsted 

J. Bo Miles 

G. -North, Ro Westmore 

D, K. Powell 

Ellen Cuthbert 

Torn & Anne Reid 

Do If. Powell 

Do IC. Powell 

Olive Newcombe, To Reids 

J. Miles, R. Westmore 

Robert Curry 

Wo F. Smith 

W. P. Smith 

R o Curry 

Huber Moore 

Mrs. Gladys Litster 

W. F. Smith 

J, Olmsted, David Bissell 

Alf Epp, Go North 

Wo Smith, Go North 

D. K. Powell 

W. F. Smith 

Robert Curry 

Jo B. Miles 

R. Curry 

Go W„ North 

D„ K„ & Thelma Powell 

George W. North 

11 11 


Jones St. 

F Catholic Cemetery 
F Dundas , 

Mount Nemo 
P Galt & Westdale 
L King's Forest 
L Strathearne Docks 
L Kitty Murray's Lane 
F 4 miles E. of Galt 
L Ancaster 
L R R # 6 , Galt 
F Old Guelph Road 
Mt. Hope Golf Links 


'William F. Smith 
W.'F. Smith, A. Epp 
Marion Shivas 
D. If. Powell 
H. Moore; R, Curry 
R. Curry 
J. B. Miles 
R, Westmore 
Huber Moore 
Ro Westmore 
Ho:Moore 
John Bo Miles 
Robert K. Sargeant 


A denotes first record for the year 
F denotes first record for the season. 
L denotes last record for the season 


Please send youorts of notev/orthy bird records to Mr. George North, 
249 Charlton Av, Hamilton, telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of 
each month. Tone him to get your territory to cover on the Audubon 
Christmas Bird i before the 23rd -of December. 





